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MmORANDUM FOR; Director of Geatrsl Intelligence 


SUBJECT; 


STAT 


i. This aiemorenctura contains a recommendation in 
paragraph 6 for approval by the Director of Central Intelligence. 


Z. On Monday, I August 1966, I saw | 

I n Los Angeles. We were 

later Joined at lunch by his lawyer 


STAT 

STAT 


1. These are two extremely pleasant and apparently 
earnest young men. Their basic thought is that TV has an enor- 
mous power to Influence public opinion and it, therefore, should 
have a responsibility to inform the public objectively and positively 
on public affairs. Ihus, in their opinion, not only CIA ie getting 
bad reporting in the press but also law-enforcement agencies have 
been mmeh maligned. Iherefore, they have seised on CIA as one 
which they believe they can do something about by doing a series 
which would depict Its role In Government; characterise its 
employees as hard-working, intelligent, decent people; and 
remove fhe aura of mystery and fear that they believe aurro\mds 
the Agency in the public e^^e. 


4. 1 discussed the problems we have bad in the past in 
any sort of public-relations effort and our baaic policy guidance 
to avoid publicity. They readily agreed that they could not have 
amy actual case histories or access to files o f any sort but th at 
they were not wlUing to give up that easily. I b aid STAT 

it was up to him to get writers who could make the story and all 
hs wanted was guidance that the stories stayed within bounds of 
actuality and gave a reasonably accurate picture of intelligence 
activities. They were, for Instance, struck by the possibilities 
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la thm CulMia Ivilaaile Cri»is--thc story of bit# and pieco# of 
informatloii coming from all type# of scFurces aU over the world 
into the intelligence machinery and ending with the l^elllgence 
product gniding the President in hi# decision. I said of course 
ttxey were free to wirlte any such story they wished but that we 
could nM fee associated with It. They then questioned whether 
they millet get some senior retired official who could act ae their 
technical advieer. I e^d agidn we could not p revent this « alth ough 
such a persmi ndght have security problems. I j did 

say d^t any such series to be effective should have the initials 
”CaA” somewhere in the title. Again, we could not effectively 
prevent this, althoui^ I think tiiey ml|^t drop it if we asked them 
to. 


5. I left it that 1 was pessimistic as to any sncouragement 
from Washington but that I would discuss our conversation with 
you and in due time let them have our reaction. My hunch is that 
they ndght start cdf on a series with all good intentions, but once 
tixey fotmd tiie Idea bad less drama and public appeal than they 
thought, the fimmeial aspects would require them to go into a 
typical espionage series with all the gimmicks, sea, and imneense. 

b. Attached Is a proposed letter from me, and if you 
approve I will dispatch it vmless you want to write to them for 
any reason. 


at 

LAWRSNfCER. HOUSTON 

Attachment General Counsel 

The attached letter is 
approved for dispatch 


b/ 15 August 1966 

Director of Central Intelligence Date 

Diatribution: 

0- OGC 
♦'1-DCl 

1- ER 

l-Asst to DCI 


STAT 
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12 Augact 1966 


JLoa Aagelec, California 


D«ar 


I vary naucfa aajoyed my meeting and luncheon wltia you 

•«d I wiah X could have taken up your offer to eee 

eome of the eeta In action, but 1 could not take the chance of 
loeing my plane reservation under present circumstances. 


X have related our coztversaticm to Mr. Helms and have 
discussed your concept at some length. He, too, much appre* 
clatee what you wish to do, and we went through the pros and 
cone in ecmslderable detail. Basically, the answer comes down 
to the fisct that our poUcy guidance is to keep of the public 
eye as much as possible. Obviously, we have not been too 
eucceesM in recent months, and since the publicity we have 
received is not of our seeking, it is mostly bad. But the decision 
is that tilts la Bometiiing we wiU have to live with and hope to see 
an end to this spate of public incidents. 


We are not in a position, of course, to control any program 
you wish to develop, nor can we forbid the use of tixe Agency ‘s 
name or initials in the title. If our wishes were tii be coneidered, 
however, we would hope that there would he no television series 
imrporting to portray the activities of this Agency, and we would 
most earnestly hope not to have a series utilising the name of tiie 
Agency or its Inittale. X am most reluctent to say this, as I am 
convinced that you want only to help and that you believe through 
television you could contribute to a healthier public opiition of 
this Agency. 
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If ytm wftBt further, I wouM he §te4 to 4o so in 

mi4<>Sep€«mber after my ^cation, aod l» ajay case w# are nuaat 
appreciative of your thoughts aiMi good wlehes. 

Securely, 


*/ 

lavreace R. Hooetoa 
Geaeral Couoeel 
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